
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 A.J. Baker  

2019-2020  

Pizza Day 

 
 

Dates to Remember 

 
Tues., Dec 3 

Thamesford Pizza 

 

Wed, Dec 4, 11, 18 

Pizza Day 

 

Mon, Dec 9 

London’s Children Museum 

Renewable Energy visit to 4/5 class 

 

Wed, Dec 11 @ 1:30 PM & 6:30 PM 

Festive/Christmas Concert 

Thur. Dec 12 @11:00AM & 12:00PM 

Festive/Christmas Luncheon for 

grandparents (snowdate- Dec 13th) 

Fri. Dec 13 

PJ Spirit Day  

 

Dec 18-20  

Carol Sing 

Fri. Dec 20 

Hot Lunch 

 

Fri. Dec 20  

JK- Gr 2 Polar Express Day 

 
 

Dec 23- Jan 3 Christmas Break 

 
 

January 1, 2020 

  

School starts January 6, 2020 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The first three months of school have quickly passed by and December is already upon us. We at A.J. Baker would like 

to thank all parents/guardians for taking the time to discuss the Progress Report with their children and their teachers. 

We value your partnership and appreciate the insight you provide into your child’s education. Students learn best when 

school and home work together to support their growth and learning. 

 

Festive/Christmas Concert: Our annual Christmas concert will be on Wed. Dec. 11th at 6:30. This is always a special 

evening to celebrate the season together. We hope to see everyone there. Students should be in their classrooms at 6:10 

that evening to prepare for the evening concert. 

Festive/Christmas Luncheon: Our A.J. Baker students would like to invite their grandparents (or special guests in lieu of 

available grandparents) to join them on Thursday Dec. 12th for a wonderful holiday luncheon put on by our own A.J. 

Baker Parents (Parent Involvement Committee & Home and School Association). As in past years, there will be two 

seatings, the first at 11:00 and the second at 12:00. Families will be assigned seatings, to allow for a smoother flow of 

people into the school and through the food line. This will also ensure that all children from each family will be able to 

eat as a family with their grandparents. A note will be sent home by the end of this week indicating the seating 

assignments.  

Festive/ Christmas Craft: Our wonderful parent volunteers are planning a fun seasonal craft for the morning of Wed. 

Dec. 18. Students will work in buddies to create their craft to take home.  

As we near the end of 2019, on behalf of all staff at A.J. Baker I would like to thank you for your ongoing support. It 

makes a big difference in helping to provide a caring learning environment and quality education for our students.   

I would like to thank the A.J. Baker community for a amazing first year with you. I have enjoyed working with all of you 

and watching our students learn and grow.  

On behalf of all the staff at A.J. Baker Public School, we wish you peace, joy and a safe and happy holiday season! 

Your partner in learning!  

 Minakshi Patel 

 

 
A.J. Baker Public School 195910 19th Line, Kintore . Tel. 519-283-1098, Fax 519-283-1095 

           Principal: Minakshi Patel                                                             Superintendent of Student Achievement: Karen Edgar 

              Secretary: Joanne Crawford             Custodian: Mike Brown     

              Trustee: Bill McKinnon                                                                                Trustee: Barb Yeoman 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Principal: Minakshi Patel 

A.J. Baker Families,  

 
 

 

 School Council meeting will be on Monday December 2nd, 2019 @6:00PM 

 December 3rd, 2019 Thamesford pizza night 

 Thank you to Home and School Association for arranging the Festive/Christmas Luncheon for Grandparents on 

December 12th and Festive/Christmas Craft on December 18th. 
 

 

1:30 

December is here. 

With the onset of 

colder weather, please 

ensure that students 

come prepared to be 

outside each day. 

 

With the Festive Season approaching, the A.J. Baker Public School community, staff and students are 

busy preparing for holiday seasonal celebrations and festivities. Parents are invited to attend our 

holiday performances and carol sings. We look forward to celebrating with you. 

   

Thur. Dec 12 @11:00AM & 12:00PM 

 

tel://519-283-1098/


 

 

 

 

 

 

                   
 

Making Good Choices 

A current advertisement promoting recreational vehicles 

and camping suggests that we, as parents, put down our 

devices, get outside with our children and offer them more 

opportunities to take risks and play.  Our children benefit 

from being free to explore, make choices, and, perhaps get a 

little dirty!  

This message aligns closely with the supportive conditions 

necessary for children to learn mathematics: opportunity, 

appropriate challenge and risk-taking with a supportive 

adult presence. 

One of the mathematical process skills that educators and 

parents support children to develop is selecting tools and 

computational strategies.   

 

 

 

When selecting tools successful students will: 
● Understand when mental arithmetic or a pencil-and-paper 

calculation or estimation is more appropriate than 

technology.  

● Use an appropriate tool when:  

~ An exact answer is needed.  

~ Computation involves several numbers or numbers with more than 

one digit. 

~ The numbers are not easily calculated mentally.  

● Use technology to explore, gather, display, manipulate, and 

present data in a variety of ways.  

● Use math tools and/or technology to develop understanding. 

When selecting computational strategies, successful students 

will:  

● Develop and use personal benchmarks for measurement, e.g., 

1 cm is approximately the width of a baby finger.  

● Select different computational strategies depending on the 

numbers involved, e.g., 25 × 16, 23 × 16, 19 × 16. 

 

Try This At Home 

What model or strategy would help you solve this? 
● Gr. 4: Our trip to Barrie will take about 4 hours.  We have to 

be there by quarter after 3.  What time should we leave? (e.g., 

number line, clock) 

● Gr. 2: 14 + 9 = ____ + 3.  What’s the missing value in this 

equation? (e.g., Cuisenaire rods, connecting cubes) 

● Gr. 7: Last week, Morgan was on the ice for 7 goals against 

his team and 4 goals for his team.  How could you show 

whether he was ‘positive’ or ‘negative’ last week? (e.g., blue 

and red counters, number line) 

 
● Gr. 3: How might you handle 53 – 47 differently than 53 – 9? 

(e.g., I will count up from 47 in one case and count back 9 

from 53 in the other to make the questions easier to do) 

 

Final Thoughts and an Online Resource: 

Our children benefit from opportunities to engage in 

mathematical thinking and choice-making before we take 

on the thinking for them.  We know that students who 

choose their own math tools and representations and choose 

ways of operating with numbers are higher achievers –more 

numerate—in math.  They become these high achievers 

through experience and feedback.  To access online tools to 

help your children think through, and solve, problems with 

understanding, consider exploring Mathies.ca with your 

child.      (www.mathies.ca/learningtools.php )  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Home Connections in 

Mathematics : December 2019  

Our Ontario Curriculum, Mathematics (2005) states that 

“students will select and use a variety of concrete, visual, 

and electronic learning tools and appropriate 

computational strategies to investigate mathematical 

ideas and to solve problems.” 

http://www.mathies.ca/learningtools.php


 

 

 

 

                                                    Super Snoozing Tips for Kids 

Importance of Sleep 

Sleep is essential for everyone, even more so for children who are actively growing. When we sleep, the body has time to repair 

itself from the wear and tear of daily living. Getting good quality sleep each day is important to young children because it helps 

improve their:  

 growth and development 

 attention, learning and memory 

 behaviour 

 mental and physical health 

 overall well-being 

How much sleep do young kids need? 

Every child is different, so take the time to understand what works best for your child. There are, however, general 

recommendations for kids based on their age.  

 Preschoolers (3-4 years) need 10-13 hours of good quality sleep with consistent bedtimes and wake up times. This might 

include a nap. 

 Elementary school kids (5-11 years) need 9-11 hours of uninterrupted sleep with consistent bedtimes and wake up times. 

Watch out for these telltale signs of lack of sleep: 

 falling asleep and complaining of being tired during the day 

 irritability 

 increased forgetfulness 

 difficulty learning 

 lacking interest, motivation and attention for daily activities 

Tips for Sleep 

Some kids find it easy to fall asleep and stay asleep. However, others need a little more help in getting a good night of sleep. When 

kids spend more time being physically active and less time being sedentary, they are better able to sleep well at night. Establishing 

bedtime routines is also important for setting them up for a lifetime of healthy sleep behaviours. 

Here are some tips for bedtime routines that can help with sleep: 
 Set a specific bedtime. 

 No screen time one hour before bedtime. 

 Avoid heavy meals and energetic play prior to bedtime. 

 Routines like the three B's - bath, brush and book - are great for kids. 

 Bedroom should be quiet, cool and comfortable for sleeping. 

 Make use of night lights. 

 Set a specific wake up time. 

Young kids may experience separation anxiety or have nightmares. Do not brush aside these fears. Instead, comfort them, reassure 

them and put them back to bed with as little fuss as possible.  

 To learn more about sleep, check out this article: Sleep, Benefits and Recommended Amounts 

 Watch practical tips here: 

5 Ways to Help Kids Sleep Better 

 Get the whole family sleeping better! Take a look at: Active for Life, Healthy Family Sleep Habits 

https://pdhu.us10.list-manage.com/track/click?u=ca0bf898b7356af2c07205724&id=e8d80897e1&e=fd0503ddd0
https://pdhu.us10.list-manage.com/track/click?u=ca0bf898b7356af2c07205724&id=e9baf077e1&e=fd0503ddd0
https://pdhu.us10.list-manage.com/track/click?u=ca0bf898b7356af2c07205724&id=62b7663691&e=fd0503ddd0


OUR STUDENTS’S SAFETY IS OUR PRIORITY 

Have you changed your telephone number or is there an 

emergency contact person who needs to be added or removed 

from your contact information? It is imperative that you keep 

the school informed of any changes to your contact numbers. If 

your child is injured at school or if we need to close the school 

and send the students home, the school office would expect that 

the contact information your have given is accurate.  Please 

advise the school of any changes.  Thank you for your ongoing 

cooperation.

Transportation and Safe Arrival and Attendance 

Tracking : Please inform the school if your child will be 

absent by calling the School Messenger Safe Arrival 

system’s toll free #1-844-305-3756.   

A.J. BAKER SCHOOL WEBSITE 

Please check out our A.J. Baker Public School website for copies of 

our newsletters and information about school events. The school 

website is updated and it will be updated through out the year. 

Here is the link to our school website https://ajbaker.tvdsb.ca Link 

to our school newsletters http://ajbaker.tvdsb.ca/en/our-

school/newsletters.aspx 

A.J. Baker is on Twitter. You can follow us @AJBakerKintore for 

updates about school events, pictures and more. All tweets are tagged with 

the hashtag #AJBaker for your searching convenience. 

 

Cell Phones And Other Electronic Devices:  

We understand that cell phones may serve a purpose for students 

for safety reasons before and after school. Cell phones and all other 

electronic communication devices may not be turned on or used 

while in class or on school property without the express permission 

of school administration or teachers. Please review the expectations 

of our school’s “Electronic Device policy” that you can find on the 

school website. Cell phones and other personal electronic devices 

are not to be used during school day unless approved by teaching 

staff for a specific educational purpose.  No electronic devices or 

cell phones on the yard as well. 

 

Transportation and Safe Arrival and Attendance 

Tracking 

 
On inclement weather days, when busses are cancelled 

or delayed, please inform the school if your child will 

be absent by calling the School Messenger Safe Arrival 

system’s toll free #          

1-844-305-3756.   

 

We understand that at times parking can become a challenge; 

however the safety of our students, families and staff is of utmost 

importance.  

At times, we do have families that need the designated accessible 

parking spot; hence we request that consideration must be given 

to those who require regular and occasional accessible access to 

the designated parking spot. 

 We would like to thank our parents and guardians who walk and 

park in the legally designated parking areas by the school and 

cross safely with their children.  

                      School Day Timetable 2019/2020                                               2019-2020 Classes and Teaching staff 

9:00 School Day Begins 

Yard is supervised from 8:50 on. 

 9:00—9:50 Period 1 

 9:50—10:40 Period 2 

10:40—10:55 Morning Recess 

10:55—11:45 Period 3 

11:45—12:45 Lunch and Lunch Recess 

12:45—1:35 Period 4 

1:35—2:25 Period 5 

2:25—2:40 Afternoon Recess 

2:40—3:30 Period 6 

3:30 Dismissal and Bus Boarding 
 

 Staff 

Kindergarten 1 & 2 Mrs. Somerville 

Ms. Decaire 

SK/1 Mrs. Rozeluk 

Grade 1/2 Mrs. Root 

Grade 3/4 Mrs. Munro 

Grade 4/5 Mrs. Hodgkinson 

Grade 6 Mrs. Ropp 

Grade 7/8 Mrs. Francis 

Learning Support, Guidance, Library  Mr. Weir 

French, Music, Prep  Mrs. Beecroft 

Primary/Junior Prep Ms. Anderson  

Education Assistant Ms. Prudhomme 

Ms. Whetstone 

 

 
 

 

Thank you for helping us all to keep our students 

safe. 

https://ajbaker.tvdsb.ca/
http://ajbaker.tvdsb.ca/en/our-school/newsletters.aspx
http://ajbaker.tvdsb.ca/en/our-school/newsletters.aspx


  

 

  
 

CONTACTING YOUR 

BUS COMPANY 

For bus-related 

concerns, contact: 

Elgie Bus Lines  

519-475-6000 

Lang’s Bus Lines       

519-602-0158 

For bus 

behavior concerns, 

contact Mrs. Patel. 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Our Learning  

&  

Celebration’s 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

  

 
 

 

 


