
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 A.J. Baker  

2019-2020  

Pizza Day 

 

Dates to Remember 

Wed. Jan. 20- Feb. 07 

 
Wed, Feb 5, 12, 19, 26 

Pizza Day 

Wed. Feb 5 

 

Fri. Feb.7 

 

Mon, Feb 10 

 
Tues, Feb. 12 

 
Wed, Feb. 13 
Thames Valley Parent Involvement 

Committee (TVPIC) 4 Corners’ Event 

#2, IDCI, 6:30  

 

Thur, Feb. 14 

                        

Mon. Feb. 17 

  

Fri. Feb. 21 

Hot Lunch Day 

 
 

 

 

 

A.J. Baker Families,  

 

We welcome Marcy Deroo (ECE- LTA) at A.J. Baker Public School, she is filling the vacancy for Mrs. Lori 

Decaire, until she returns. 

Upcoming events and celebrations for the month of February are as follows. On Friday, February 7th, AJ 

Baker will be celebrating our “Carnaval d’AJ”.  Students will be snow sculpting in the morning and 

enjoying a variety of outdoor games in the afternoon. On Monday, February 10th is 100th Day of School.  

On Valentine’s Day, Friday, February 14th, Student Leadership Team have planned ‘Twin Day’.  

We want parents and students to know that we would like to celebrate our students’ accomplishments 

both in the school and in the community. If your child has something to celebrate, please send a copy of the 

certificate, newspaper article, etc. so that, with your permission, we can post it outside the office. Our 

students have much to celebrate and we would like to share their news! 

Your partner in learning!  

 Minakshi Patel   
 

 
A.J. Baker Public School 195910 19th Line, Kintore . Tel. 519-283-1098, Fax 519-283-1095 

           Principal: Minakshi Patel                                                             Superintendent of Student Achievement: Karen Edgar 

              Secretary: Joanne Crawford             Custodian: Mike Brown     

              Trustee: Bill McKinnon                                                                                Trustee: Barb Yeoman 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Principal: Minakshi Patel  

School 

Council 

meeting, 

Monday 

February 

3rd, 2020 

@6:00PM 
 

 

 

 
 

As we move into February, we will 

probably experience some cold days. On 

days when the temperature is minus 15 

degrees Celsius or minus 20 degrees 

Celsius with the wind chill, we will keep 

our students indoors. At times, looking at 

the weather conditions, we also send the 

students out for shortened periods. Please 

continue to help us out by ensuring that 

students come to school with winter 

clothing to keep themselves warm. 

Carnaval- 

Sculpture & Play 

Rotation 

GRAD 

Photos  

tel://519-283-1098/


 

 
 

  

 

 

 

February 2020 -Children’s Literature and 

Mathematics 

We have known about the importance and benefits of reading with 

our children for a long time.  Children’s literature can be a rich 

source of learning mathematics at all levels, not just primary. 

Using literature helps to meet the needs of all learners and 

accommodate a range of learning styles. The use of literature 

should continue throughout the junior years as stories help to bring 

mathematics to life. Students of all ages love stories and love to 

talk about stories.  When teachers and parents use literature with a 

mathematical connection, they help students learn to “talk 

mathematics”.  Good stories provide good opportunities for math 

talk.  Author and researcher, ReLeah Cossett Lent asserts that 

background knowledge is the glue that makes learning stick.  

“Picture books, sometimes known as children’s books, aren’t just 

for little kids anymore.  Surprisingly, picture books contain more 

rare words per thousand words than prime-time television or the 

conversation of college graduates.  Picture books build 

background through visual images as well as through words, an 

especially important factor for this generation of visual learners” 

(Cossett Lent). 

Literature can be used in numerous ways to create challenging 

math problems with a variety of entry and exit points.  For 

example, in the magical Chinese folktale, Two 

of Everything (Hong, 1993), a couple finds a 

pot that doubles whatever is put into it.  

Children can be challenged with how many 

people would be in their family if the entire 

family fell into the Magic Pot.  Children of all 

ages can use a variety of strategies to solve this problem.  You can 

also extend the activity by changing the Magic Pot to tripling what 

is put into it, and so on. 

A variety of non-fiction (books, newspapers, magazines, the 

Web) literature can be used in teaching mathematics. They are all 

great sources for problems that have the added benefit of helping 

students make connections to the world around them. 

One excellent online math site and resource for children’s 

literature and mathematics is the Erikson Institute Early Math 

Collaborative.  We have included here an example of 3 

children’s books that build an understanding of equivalency. 

https://earlymath.erikson.edu/3-childrens-books-build-

understanding-equivalency-and-teaching-equivalency-concepts/ 

“Long before young children are writing equations with the equal 

sign, they are exploring how amounts that look different can 

actually be equivalent. 

Ideas about equivalence develop through everyday, concrete 

experiences that require children to find something that is the 

same as something else. Imagine a child figuring out how to 

fill a space in a block structure when the desired shape is not 

 

 

 
available (two isosceles right triangle blocks are the same as a square 

block) or sharing colored candies with a sibling (my 3 reds and 1 yellow 

are the same as your 2 reds and 2 yellows). 

The following books offer engaging visual representations of 

equivalence—in the form of balance and equivalent representations of 

numbers.” 

 

Another great book is The Warlord’s Puzzle by Virginia Walton 

Pilegard, where children can explore spatial, geometry and fraction 

concepts using tangram pieces.  

   

 

 

 

 

Crescent Moons and Pointed Minarets by Hena Khan,  celebrates the 

shapes—and traditions—of the Muslim world 

For students of all ages, literature resonates with their experiences and 

imaginations, making them more enthusiastic about solving the related 

mathematics problems and more likely to learn and to see mathematics 

as a useful tool for exploring the world.  

Here are some great links to children’s literature and activities to go with 

them.  Also be sure to check out your school and local library.  Have 

fun! 

https://earlymath.erikson.edu/  

https://dreme.stanford.edu/news/children-s-books-foster-

love-math 

https://www.the-best-childrens-books.org/math-for-

kids.html 

 

 

 

HOME CONNECTIONS IN MATHEMATICS: February 2020 

Home Connections in 

Mathematics  

https://earlymath.erikson.edu/3-childrens-books-build-understanding-equivalency-and-teaching-equivalency-concepts/
https://earlymath.erikson.edu/3-childrens-books-build-understanding-equivalency-and-teaching-equivalency-concepts/
https://earlymath.erikson.edu/
https://dreme.stanford.edu/news/children-s-books-foster-love-math
https://dreme.stanford.edu/news/children-s-books-foster-love-math
https://www.the-best-childrens-books.org/math-for-kids.html
https://www.the-best-childrens-books.org/math-for-kids.html


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

When you board or leave a bus 
 Be at the bus stop before the bus comes. 

 Wait in a safe place well back from the edge of the road - don't play in ditches or on snow banks. 

 Stay out of the DANGER ZONE. If you can touch the bus, you're too close. Use 10 giant steps to take you out of the 

DANGER ZONE, and make sure you and the bus driver can see each other. 

 Students are asked not to damage property such as flowers, shrubs, fences or other items while waiting for the bus. Please 

respect the property and privacy of others while waiting to board the school bus.  

 Always cross the road in front of the bus, never behind. 

 Look all ways and wait for the driver to signal before you cross in front of a bus. 

 Walk at least 10 big steps from the front of the bus. 

 Enter or exit the bus in single file. Never push or shove. 

 Walk - never run - across the road. 

 NEVER stop to pick up anything that you may have dropped in the DANGER ZONE. Ask an adult or the bus driver to 

help. 

Lunch Ideas for School  

 

   
When you are on the bus 
 Take your seat promptly and sit properly, facing forward. 

 Do not stick your feet into the aisle, someone might trip 

 Keep your head and arms inside the bus. Don’t throw 

anything out of the windows. 

 Talk quietly. The bus driver must concentrate to drive the 

bus safely. 

 Save snacks for snack time at school or till you get home.  

 No shouting, fighting or running on the bus. 

 Always follow the driver’s instructions. 

 

BUS REMINDERS 

Students: Stay safe 

 

 

https://www.swpublichealth.ca/sites/default/files/oc_one-month-of-mini-meals-for-school-nutrition-breaks.pdf


 

 

  

  
 

 

 



  

OUR STUDENTS’S SAFETY IS OUR PRIORITY 

Have you changed your telephone number or is there an emergency contact 

person who needs to be added or removed from your contact information? 

It is imperative that you keep the school informed of any changes to your 

contact numbers. If your child is injured at school or if we need to close the 

school and send the students home, the school office would expect that the 

contact information your have given is accurate.  Please advise the school of 

any changes.  Thank you for your ongoing cooperation.

Transportation and Safe Arrival and Attendance Tracking : Please inform 

the school if your child will be absent by calling the School Messenger Safe 

Arrival system’s toll free #1-844-305-3756.   

A.J. BAKER SCHOOL WEBSITE 

Please check out our A.J. Baker Public School website for copies of our 

newsletters and information about school events. The school website is 

updated and it will be updated through out the year. Here is the link to our 

school website https://ajbaker.tvdsb.ca Link to our school newsletters 

http://ajbaker.tvdsb.ca/en/our-school/newsletters.aspx 

A.J. Baker is on Twitter. You can follow us @AJBakerKintore for 

updates about school events, pictures and more. All tweets are tagged with 

the hashtag #AJBaker for your searching convenience. 

 
Cell Phones And Other Electronic Devices:  

We understand that cell phones may serve a purpose for students for safety 

reasons before and after school. Cell phones and all other electronic 

communication devices may not be turned on or used while in class or on 

school property without the express permission of school administration or 

teachers. Please review the expectations of our school’s “Electronic Device 

policy” that you can find on the school website. Cell phones and other 

personal electronic devices are not to be used during school day unless 

approved by teaching staff for a specific educational purpose.  No electronic 

devices or cell phones on the yard as well. 

School Day Timetable 2019/2020 

9:00 School Day Begins 

Yard is supervised from 8:50 on. 

 9:00—9:50 Period 1 

 9:50—10:40 Period 2 

10:40—10:55 Morning Recess 

10:55—11:45 Period 3 

11:45—12:45 Lunch and Lunch Recess 

12:45—1:35 Period 4 

1:35—2:25 Period 5 

2:25—2:40 Afternoon Recess 

2:40—3:30 Period 6 

3:30 Dismissal and Bus Boarding 
 

 

At times, we do have families that need the designated accessible parking 

spot; hence we request that consideration must be given to those who 

require regular and occasional accessible access to the designated parking 

spot.  We would like to thank our parents and guardians who walk and 

park in the legally designated parking areas by the school and cross safely 

with their children.  
Transportation and Safe Arrival and Attendance Tracking 

  
calling the School Messenger Safe Arrival system’s toll free # 

1-844-305-3756. 
 

 
 

 

Thank you for helping us all to keep our students safe. We 

understand that at times parking can become a challenge; however 

the safety of our students, families and staff is of utmost importance.  

 

 

 

On inclement weather days, when busses 

are cancelled or delayed, please inform the 

school if your child will be absent by  

https://ajbaker.tvdsb.ca/
http://ajbaker.tvdsb.ca/en/our-school/newsletters.aspx


                       

 
Happy New Year. We wish you    

                                                                                                                                                                                   

 

CONTACTING YOUR 

BUS COMPANY 

For bus-related 

concerns, contact: 

Elgie Bus Lines  

519-475-6000 

Lang’s Bus Lines       

519-602-0158 

For bus 

behavior concerns, 

contact Mrs. Patel. 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Our Learning  

&  

Celebration’s 

 

 

 
 


